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Though born in 1861 to a prominent Delaware family
that provided her with the opportunity to live a sheltered life,
Emily Bissell chose, instead, to become a social
worker, a career that engaged her energies until her death in 1948.
In addition, she was a contributor to popular magazines
and a poet who published her work under the name
of Priscilla Leonard. But perhaps she is best known as the originator
of America’s Christmas seals. Emily Bissell’s social-work
activities started in 1876, when she began visiting
the homes of Wilmington's poor, learning of
their hopes and needs. Subsequently she was active in
founding Wilmington'’s first settlement house and in lobbying for a
child labor law. It was the Christmas seal campaign
to fight tuberculosis, however, that brought her national
recognition. Asked to raise funds for a local
experimental TB hospital in 1907, Emily Bissell recalled a recent
article by America’s famous journalist Jacob Riis that
described Denmark’s pioneer Christmas seal drive.
Adopting the idea, Emily Bissell organized her own campaign, and
America’s first Christmas seal drive was launched.

The little red cottage, a two-bed facility that still stands in Saranac Lake,
New York, was the first U.S. sanatorium for the treatment of tuber-
culosis. In 1885 Dr. Edward L. Trudeau (seated at right in the wagon),
who had suffered from TB himself and became a pioneer in the scien-
tific study of the White Plague, began treating patients at the cottage.




UNITED STATES CHRISTMAS SEALS

The first United States Christmas seals were sold in 1907 to raise
money to support the tuberculosis sanatorium on the banks of the
Brandywine River in Delaware. Emily Bissell, who was active in
the American Red Cross in Wilmington, Delaware, designed the
first seal. The custom of using the seals on holiday mail continues
to today with the income used to prevent lung disease and promote
lung health. ;

1404 FRANKLIN STREET

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

Dear iir, Wheless: Nevember 1I5,I032.

The basic idea ef the I207 Christmas stamp was te
combine the idea ¢f Christmas,the time ef genereus gie-
ing, and the Red Cress, organized te fight pestilence,
as well as te relieve war and famine,

Mr. Pyle simply carried sut the same idea in &
mere artistic way.I had enly been able te have the stamp
printed in ene celer- red en white- tecause ef the extra
expense ef twe-celer printing.He used red and green en
white.

In I907 the first printing of stamps did net seem
apprepriate te carry ever inte the New Year.Se we added

*"Hapry Wew Year®and seld them inte January.

I hepe this gives you what yeu want te Kknet

70T
Sincerely yeours, 4&\\111;!5\)?,

; z !2 ﬁ M@w\lsn\,\ﬁ
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Emily Bissell
As part of her tireless crusade against tuberculosis,
she initiated the American Christmas Seal campaign.
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Designed by Miss Emily P. Bissell Sales Realized $3000.00
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